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Dear Friend,
Thank you for contacting me about extending the 65% COBRA health insurance subsidy.

I agree with you that we should extend this crucial health security to those who are in
danger of losing their coverage because of the continuingly bleak job numbers, especially
in light of our recent extension of the unemployment insurance provided for in the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, also known as the “Recovery Act” or
“stimulus”. I am cosponsor of two bills to do this, and I’ve also stated publicly numerous
times my feelings of dissatisfaction with the stimulus not being as strong as it initially
should’ve been.

The first bill, H.R. 3966, introduced by my colleague Congressman Carson, extends by 6
months the amount of time unemployed workers can receive the Recovery Act’s 65%
reduction in monthly premiums through COBRA, and I also signed the enclosed letter to
Speaker Pelosi specifically asking that she bring a proposal along these lines before the
House floor for a vote.

The second bill, H.R. 3930, the Extended COBRA Continuation Protection Act of 2009,
introduced by Congressman Sestak, goes a bit further to do not only that but also extend
this eligibility assistance to individuals who lose their job between January 1 and June 30,
2010. It furthermore extends retroactively the qualification for traditional COBRA
coverage an extra 6 months, to 24 months, for those terminated at the beginning of 2008
before additional subsidies took effect.

Recognizing subsidized COBRA assistance as a vital lifeline to those still hunting for
jobs, I will be working for the passage of both of these bills, and I would add that I
recently voted for H.R. 3962, the Affordable Health Care for America Act,
comprehensive health care reform legislation that expands and improves the health care
system to cover nearly all, part of which allows individuals currently receiving health
coverage through COBRA to stay on that coverage until new health insurance purchasing
exchanges are put in place.

Sincerely,
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Congress of the Mnited States
MWashington, DC 20515

December 4, 2009

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker

U.S. House of Representatives
H-232 Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi:

We urge you to quickly bring to the Floor an extension of the COBRA premium assistance
adopted as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009.

As you know, beginning on March 1, 2009 a 65 percent tax subsidy for nine months of COBRA
benefits became available for workers laid off between September 1, 2008 and December 31,

2009.

With monthly premiums for COBRA coverage averaging over $400 for individuals and more
than $1,000 for families, the COBRA subsidy has made health care more affordable for the
unemployed and their families. According to one survey, the percentage of laid-off employees
opting for COBRA has doubled compared with the months immediately prior to enactment of the

subsidy.

However, as the COBRA subsidy expires millions of unemployed Americans and their families
will become uninsured because they cannot afford their policy. On November 30™, the nine-
month subsidy expired for the first laid-off workers who received it since it became available and
each month thousands more will lose their COBRA benefit unless the subsidy is extended.
Additionally, since our nation is faced with the highest unemployment in twenty six years and
cconomists predict more job losses in the coming months, Congress should maintain this

important health care safety net.

Under your leadership, the House of Representatives passed historic legislation to ensure
affordable health care for all Americans last month. Once again, we look to you for support to
ensure unemployed Americans can retain affordable health care coverage.

Thank you for your commitment and ongoing efforts to improve our nation’s health care.

Sincerely,
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PHIL. HARE JAMES L. OBERSTAR
Member of Congress é’Member of Congress
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Cc: The Honorable Steny Hoyer, Majority Leader

The Honorable James Clyburn, Majority Whip

The Honorable John Larson, Democratic Caucus Chairman

The Honorable Charles Rangel, Chairman of Committee on Ways and Means



